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4vtkawrrri§ anraA far twH Saher: with kha "mitted Mattnnae in New Vewvl anda 
QtandaavaA 141 Comnen ~ Naw Tarcer (naw TYYOW ANRPORATTON) — Nrinr 
tn han naming £on #ha Trnited States eha had rarnaived an Iimmiorant's 


stiacan Far Gananda where che woanlda have haan amrninanwver ac ae awvmpatarw wr 


vtTiw Dasernd MWtah A4r1T4ines har formar emniover tn tha Nethearltandc, 


. oR. 
. > mn.4%-, eha reecad *!) won Alemenl * odin ~ tien * ‘ 
; Watinne and os) Tyr AeA me ANaN at *F TT. WwW fehie mame 4y¥ a 
* anan 1wH*4? at Ttacs* 10 c¢2 |) Hehie awveranivatinn eA aehnoA Fer v4 wrt 4 
mn? awine haw saw 47 attanr eha, serait TAA ~narmanayvt a n4 Aan ate 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORX 
- -_ = - em me ee -~ - = — os -_ oe - XX 


~against- 


4d Bate (RET 


ESSO STANDARD EASTERN, INC., ° $ 


Defendant. : 


In this non-jury trial, plaintiff seeks reinstate- 
ment as an employee of defendant and back pay on her claim 
that she was discriminated against because of national 
iehieien. bx violation of the provisions of Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. § 2000(e) et seq.). id 

Judge Ward disposed of some preliminary motions 
for dismissal by defendant, and while those contentions. 
are again raised on this trial, the court has followed 
his rulings in the case. 

Plaintiff was born in the Netherlands, but came 
to this country in 1954 and became a citizen in 1960. 


She speaks English with a Dutch accent, but her spoken 


words are readily and easily understandable. 


. wee ws? 


She worked originally for defendant's parent 


company from 1954 until 1959 wnen she voluntarily lett 
hor employment because of her pregnancy. She reapplied 
for a position with the company in 1963 specifying that 
she would not work overtime because of her child. 

A position was offered her with the defendant 
which did not entail overtime. During the course of her 
employment which commenced a ete 14, 1963 and was 
terminated on October 31, 1967, plaintifé held the 
position of group secretary in the Economics Coordination 
Department./Finance end Planning Department. Whatever 
skills plaintiff possessed aside from typing and taking 
dictation were not required for the position she accepted. 

In 1964 she claims that she complained that 
her work was rated "satisfactory" when it should have 
been rated "good." I find that, assuming such ratings 
were made and salary scales adjusted accordingly, the 
rating did not flow from any discrimination practised by 
the defendaiit because of plaintiff's national origin. 

During the four years that plaiucift wes 
employed by defendant, she received two general increases 


and two merit increases. 
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living expenses and sought a promotion. She was oxrfered 
an advancement, but it would nave eatailed overtime WOLk. 
Most positions in the department entailed overtime auring ; 
certain portions of the year. Plaintiff refused the offer 
because her child's needs prevented her from working 
overtime. 

. 

* appears that a Miss Dow, who was 4 co-worker 
with plaintiff, was advanced in title in 1966 from group 
secretary to a senior saowaraxy Interestingly enough, 
both women were earning $459 2 month te 1965, but after 
Dow's advancement, her salary only went to $480 a month, 
while plaintiff earned $517 a month. There is absolutely 
no basis for a charge of discrimination based on national 
origin in this incident. f 

x 

During that same year, plaintiff desired to take 
a course in computers for the purpose of enhancing her 
earning ability. he defendant provided two-thirds of 
the cost of taking such course and permittea time off to 
attend school without loss of pay- Plaintiff received a B 
in the examination which appeared to be tuo low for poms 


sideration in the programing unit of defendant. Plaintiff 


refused to take a reexamination. 


3 


is quite a bit. of 


We come now to 1967. There 
correspondence and testimony 45 to the events that too< 
ummer and Zall. Among the many com- 
f there was 4 charge a 


place during the s 
plaints and reque 
of 

this regar 


on the trial. 


‘October 1, an 
return, offer 
that would 

requirement 


interview. 


she was not 
The importanc 


jved merit pay incr 


1964. 


she rece 


leave of 


discrimination, 
a produced n 


Plaintift refus 


a defendant, 


be considered an ad 


sts made by plaintif 
plaintiff in 


a conversation with 
ace than was adduced 


sae 


but 
o more evide 


. 
ed to come to work starting 
in an effort *o get her to 
2d her an interview for another position 
vancement without the 
fused to go for the 


rtime work. She re 
ge that 


of ove 
n refers to her char 


Plaintiff agai 
er work performance in 
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perly rated for h 
the court since 


t pro 
e of this escapes 


eases in 1965 and 1966. 


1967 plaintiff requested @ 
with 


starting October l,. 


on September 7, 
obtaining 


year, 
nt to aid her in 


absence for 2 
his time off because 


help from defenda 


scholarship 
She also wanted t 
t two years 


a coll 


she had been 


ege degree. 
“considerably, agitated the las 
e recurrent pDursitis - another reason for 


and I also hav 
4 


leaving the secretarial field in the near future." 


The request for leave. of assence was refused 


it was contrary to company policy. It was 


: pointed out to plaintiff that reimbursement for 
educational expense was made only for necessary time 
off to take courses related to job advancement in the 
company. Plaintitt had already taken advantage of this 

. 
. plan when she took the computer courses. 
Plaintiff was adamant in wanting the leave of 
absence and refused to come to work starting October l. 
Defendant continued to pay plaintiff her wages during 
. ap” 
© that month. It terminated the employment at the end 
of the month and gave plaintiff $1,500 severance pay 
covering an eleven-week period. 
; Despite repeated attempts to get plaintiff to- | 
testify as to specifics of her charges of discrimination, 
the record shows only vague surmises or some individual 
: personal conflict with a co-worker which was eased when 
an apology was forthcoming. There is absolutely nothing 
in the record to sustain plaintiff's clain. 


Judgment shall be entered for defendant dismissing 


the complaint after trial. 
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So ordered. 


New York, N. Y. 
November 8, 1974 


am 


~ 


we ae ae 


i /} 
4 TAA ys 
oS. 


D 


ay 
0. a 
hp Kula 


to Mr.Peok: Please read this and Bive to Att.Grezory; 
you promised to cal” me re Judge's decision (off.223-4276). 


$02.72.39 477-1 383 


PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 1705 Janziag Poan Apt. 285 
PASADHA,Taxas 77502 


cis Halt’ Sunes, Cotcter 4, 1974 
Diztrist Cevuisel 
FQUAL SSPLEY ST GPPORTINITY ; 
CoP TSL TON ReilelfeveCortert s&s ve 7290 
¢9 church Street, Foor 1301 Utandard Fastern,ine.,7l Civ. 


NT4 YORU, %~.T. 10007 1176; EROS file 41VY 10-0542 


Dear hate TOR 


Fustnor to icy Letter of Aususi 245, etieched te ceny sf « letter 
ty Attorney Gravary, dated Scrieroer 24, 


“1 $he event one of your Ties lowers will handle the request 
for a retrial, with chence ef venue to Heveton, and/or an appaal, 
following aro nore data pertaining to mv 9A33, in addition to the 
comments in oy Lobter to &ttevrey Grecory, alee deted Ausnet 25, 
whieh I attached toe xy Letter te yaue effiag, 


a if wae prpmeseiy net Yrevgnt out at the trte] tnat the 

SRGO “Uscecon snlary sreups wers rat egual ta the rrousa ot 

Stenfard O12 (J. ),now face: far inctense, er caztateur 

renarer Gt SG. was equal te #. rarecear with wreRsg Westen: 

Gittlariv, a gruup K xeerctary at YOM wes aval to & erenn & 

Qt Lose ineterne Since 1 had been iir.B. 4. Lewis’ Fecretaryv 

at 50-5, wie was the chief argiebart ~sayrper tx tre Cencral 

G8 Depavtuent there, lisieht have heer mm~ametae te 

2 Jor? i? T vad stocred Lemrets f untarvestend 

V8Ltli ta Arderson wen eleo brourht tirte a higher rroun 

an hat dovarttient (she started slichtiy Later at SONJ thar 

T did; “as prowoted later to secvatary with ~r.James Hanson, 

ena of the “lower” assistant managers) and thereafter becane 

a full executive secretary with SUIS Ireasurers. tt would 

Wava Deen helotul af abu had besm enlied ra a witraca, tust 

to obtain tiete data; her ralney wntincerittwith ths Gener) 

Tconovies Datartusnt fn 1563/44 eoula hava pean sa-mrei 

wIttar with what LT vecetved in my mroun secretarial, jioh (an 

Srevp 12 jon with Goigs 2 grevre Lower than 7 venta have heen 

42 I had not loft due te vrarviass & prameang=bwith ‘nao Eastern. 
end Sept. °67 

‘Therefore the only reasonable offer raie to me by rs. Starkey/ 

(during; my last week, with general tenaton rountins) was ind eed 

ts so Por an interviow as sesoretary to the Yarwetingy manacer 

which woulé have "ade -e¢ a troup 4 eeerstary, siotiar te 

“rneWiilm, Lewic’ position as sasratary to Mr-arriner. 


i way not aware of the differences in the groups until at leest 
1965. : 


sae =- 


MreRalph Munoz, para 2 


BROS Dist. Coursel,V. Ye 10/4/74 
wWnile I also read sone law journals at the ouste. Leal 


2. 


all 


36 


-80-called 


Founlitior rosavdivr preemansy aissrinviration case3, 1 ce- 
lieve @ 2nolosel pases from “Bverythine a voran Needs to 
aet nid Wrat Shea's Worth“cy Carolina bird, zive 
ornetion on the avbient, also reonrding harasament 
voren suffered. Could researeh be gone (vor presedent ) 

on onses where Koren were not reinstated into couperatle’ 
Jobs after presnency lesvee? 


% should Se emprasized that no papers were drawn wo for 
& presnancy leave of abserce for me in. 1959 at Mra,Dioruardi's 
request ané for hor correnionse aivoe thare wes a charoe | rieht 
have to ro to Hollend with ry huechend, Tx feot, I already tried 
to return to SONJ for cither part-time work or work without 
cvertings the end of 19060 when ny austend woe lockire fer work 

in Californtes and we *ea to pay for his F.AsA. flying lessons} 

1 instend had to jo to work inn nicht-tinwe kayounch job with 
Nlve Cress plus two days reekly (hen my rother-in=-leayw sould 
watoh the taLly) as a tonrorsr7 tecvetary. I war quite dise 
appointed when I found out later hen working with Esso Eastern 
that otrer reorctarics with Sony were -lloved to rat conreratle 
Jobs with the parent corrany, without overtime, and one of the 
married economists from the General Economics Department hed 
been wiven a partetine job at her request efter she had,e baby 
w- this ail during the years 1960-6 when IT dia not est such 

"Special treatment”. age: ites 8 

The Juaize (Judge Netzner) seemed? to assume that I had been home 
as a housewife from Osteober 1959 until Yay 1963 whinn I haa no 
chance to correct; I was only a housewife fron. October 1959 | 
until January 1941. ‘ 


I considered the Judge's remark that “she 64d not have to take 
that lower job et Esse Raetern" quite inanrropriates certainly, 
if I had been riven the pro rar premancy leave I wovl’ have been 
emtitled te a job with SCNJ. Certainly whera IT nos advroaching 
40 in 1963 and I hat yeste? sights with sow merarding seniority 
and oension, it would hava been foolisn if T had not taken the 
lower job on a temporary (so [.thouzitt) desis while another 
better job without overtime wag not avaliable, Tnsatead, Esso 
Bastern took advantage of the fact that I came back for ny 


Pension tishts and they could thererore innore and underpay ma. 


While Judge Vietzner thought the Brxon sorporation shovld be left 
ov of the sult and tirt “Reso Reetern was a separate company” 

T instead believe they shovld be mentioned in the coxmplaint <= 
it was indeed one of tho benefits mentioned in the erployee 

joo booklets that wa could nove freely between the N.Y.SONT 
company & affilia‘es without losing seniority and/or berefits; 
Mies Trene O'Leary who took Mrs.Wilma Lewis’ place after “r. 
Yarriner left was atso a former SONI secretary. 


‘ 


i Tlie 2on ! UNOZ, 
EEOC Dist.Counsel,}.Y. 


3(cort'di. 
ihe Gonputer; cevartncnt ae Pnotl wish te veceart ra with 
& ieaacea for the test (even thouch athe=- Ware ecrstttad with 
Lover Aracdec) war a SCl.! ¢ iM@wVecanes Hache end Letageystawe 
uaG SO o& arveigec vis Ao verte ont nands r= Lire 
dararcment -- jirs, Starkey kacw vy courses we 
nN Apwvd). 1957 sinee tna (rartisl}cormeeny retinas 
eourkHha Care Vin hep divisions she sheild then 
ave axrenced for mG to take another test, 


“~* . 


THe rermyc of .oComey Sure sll 
i received ny pension money (eith uata's ¢ 
was nskueally sien BCUpLCS _thase ON artrin: 
on Ms 35 2 Bisun A fiw eee wee a= 

) 2Oe Tuned (me 

any ror) end y woul naz Brelerted 6G Lanve i¢ 
H-54 7. 


‘out nad no other "3s the coupany contrib: 
in thea fund mal 


5 Tan 9380 attasninsz a Tram U.S Nous 2 Worle 
raxvardinz Ms icy meat é ‘ ‘ 4 


In the event of a ratrial in Naw Yor* (the man 

T raqciette!d nre actually HuG? tora likely 

TSeo Tester headoffice tn douston tran ew 

Sverors will furnish your counsel with 68. 7ate 

“= especially ny Answers to Interrogatories With 

in that event your sounsel will Suurit un amended Cozpla 
sent in wy vrevious corre: vondencsa) Statin r the grounds 


OF Tyee 
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Memorandum of August 8, 1967 
from Mrs. E. I. Meijer 
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As agreed I had a discussion with Mrs. Meijer concerning the memorandum she 
wrote to you and the problems which she felt warranted this action. 


Our discussion lasted approximately one hour during which time Mrs. Meijer 
reviewed in considerable detail her carecr with the company including the 
time she spent with SONJ. She explained in some detail various incidents 
and impressions which have apparently led to the current sense, of frustration. 
There was very little in this recap that could be identified as a significant 
incident and in any event it was all past history about which I and others in 
this department have no familiarity and, therefore, on which we could con- 
tribute anything very constructive. Dealing with the present, 1 advised 
Mrs. Meijer that I had examined her salary record and the relationship of 

it to others in her group and concluded that she was being fairly treated. 
She admitted that this is the case today although she seemed to feel that 

it had not always been so. 


I told Mrs. Meijer that we appreciated her personal problems but were only 
able to pay her for the services performed for the company and reminded her 
that the company had been understanding with regard to her inability to work 
overtime. She was also advised that we would encourage her and do what we 
could to assist her in finding promotional opportunities in the company, in- 
cluding computer programming work, if she could qualify herself for these 
tasks. I asked her why she had not retaken the programmer's test and she 
appeared to be unclear as to just how to go about it. I have referred her 
to Mrs. Starkey in your department with whom she has dealt previously. a 
told her that the results of her last test had not been sufficiently good 
for the computer people to take her on in the progranming field but chat 

she could take the test again if she wanted to. She expressed some concern 
about possibly not passing the test this time and I toldner that this was a 
risk which she simply had to run if she wanted to be considered for advance~ 
ment opportunities. In any event,: nothing would be lost by trying again 
whenever she felt she was ready. 


I told Mrs. Meijer that her memorandum contained some serious charges or 
implications of discrimination on the basis of nationality and/or religion 

and that if she had anything of substance behind these charges I wanted to 
know about them in detail so that corrective action could be immedidely tak 
She was unable to specify any incident to support these charges and could c.iv 
vaguely refer to lack of cooperation or secretarial squabbles which she felt 
were motivated at least in part by these factors. I told her that if she 
had any evidence on this score she should make it known immediately, but that 
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if she did not she should refrain from making this type of allegation. 


During the final part of our talk I reiterated to Mrs. Meijer that we 
were willing to assist her in finding promotional opportunities, including 
the computer field, but that she would have to qualify herself for these 
jobs and meet the qualifications of the groups having promotional op- 
portunities. I told Mrs. Meijer we would assist her in this way and 
would give objective appraisals to prospective employers if asked but 
could not and would not get her any special favored position in this 
regard, In the event that promotional opportunities were not forth- 
coming she was advised that she should either concentrate on doing her 
work here and making herself happy or, if this was impossible, consider 
possible opportunities outside the company. I told her that we had no 
basis for nor intention to temainate her at this time. 


She raised again the subject of taking time off to pursue a college 
education. I advised Mrs. Maijer that we would not be able to give her 
time off for daytime study at company expense and that applicability of 
the educational refund plan to part-time study that she might undertake 
was related to the usefulness of the proposed education to job advance- 
ment; that the current studies in the computer field are under the educa- 
tional refund plan. I told Mrs. Meijer that I would inquire of your de- 
partment what the policy might be with regard to an educational program 
leading to a bachelor's degree and in this connection to determine whether 
or not such further education would in fact be beneficial to her advance- 
ment in the company. I understand that you are now looking into this 
subject and will advise. 


C. R. Sitter 
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MEMORANDUM: 


September 27, 1967 


C. B. Weidenbacker Re}.: 


Attention: Mrs. L. E. Starkey 
Code: P74 


Mrs. c&. 1. Meijer 


Following our conversation regarding a possible secretarial promotional 
opportunity in the Marketing Department, I spoke to Mrs. Meijer in an 
effort to set up an interview date for her. Mrs. Meijer indicated that 
she was not interested in the promotional opportunity and declined to go 
on an interview. She stated that she had talked to Mr. Sitter previously 
and was firm in her wish to begin a one-year's. educational leave com~- 


mencing October 1, 1967. 


Cc. R. Sitter 
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SECRETARY SALARY SUMMARY 1964 - 67 “ 
E. MEIER K.C. DOW J.K.Lee 
‘ui (Lehan) 
experienced secr. bere Secretary ee tr rei 
(15+ years 1963) ber.secr./steno? 
10 10 
Group Sec Group Sec 
450 «._ 400 
Bi 50 and 9 
459 459 
10 10 
Group Sec. Group Sec. 
459 459 
36 
22 21 
io 460 
10 8 
Group Sec. Sr. Sec. 
Siz 480 
43. 60 
560 Resigned 540 
end 19 6/30/66 
10 10 
Group Sec. Group Sec. 
560 383 
- ie 
a9 
560 455 
.Terminated 
Oct. 31, 1967 
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